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Celebrate Downers Grove History during Founders Day 2018 
 
 From Gardening to Golf , there’s something for everyone during the 2018 
Founders Day celebrations.  The Downers Grove Historical Society and Downers Grove 
Museum invite you to attend one or all of the events scheduled from April 24th through 
May 6th.  Many events are free, all are family friendly! 
  

Civil War Captain Walter Blanchard , Founder of the 
Year, will be honored for his military service and 
community leadership during a dedication ceremony at 
the Main St. Cemetery.  One of Downers Grove’s earliest 
settlers, the Blanchard family arrived in 1836. buying 103 
acres of farm land.  Walter Blanchard was a probate judge 
in DuPage County for 7 years when at the age of 54 he 
joined the army after hearing about the firing on Fort 
Sumter.  He raised one of the State’s first regiments, the 
13th Illinois Volunteer Infantry and was wounded and 
later died from his battle injuries.   Join us for the 
dedication at graveside in the historic Downers Grove 
cemetery on Main St,   May 5th at 11:30am. 
 

 If gardening is your thing, register for “American Home Garden Design: 1830 to 
the Present” held at historic Avery Coonley School 
(on the National Register of Historic Places) April 
24th at 7pm 
 Explore our natural history by signing up for 
the Wildflower Walk  at Lyman’s Woods on April 
28th; 1pm.  And be sure to stop by O’Neill Middle 
School that same day to shop the Downers Grove 
Handmade Market, sponsored by the Junior 
Woman’s Club fair at April 28th from 9 to 3. 
Also on the 28th, there’s the 42nd Annual Pine 
Hollow Open at the historic DG Golf Club.  

http://www.downersgrovehistory.org


 Grab the kids and head over to Fishel Park at 
10am on May 5th and join the Annual Family Bike 
Ride (helmets required).  You’ll pass by many  
historic sites with a chance to stop and learn more 
about Downers Grove.  
 Choose  a 5k or 10k self-guided walk past  
historic sites, including Oak Hill/Oak Crest  
cemeteries where you can learn more about our  
pioneer families.  Sign up begins at 9am at the  
Museum. 
  

The kids will love the Country in the Park at the 
Museum campus from 12-3 on May 5th ...with a 
new & expanded farm animal petting zoo,  old-time 
games, and pioneer trade displays. 
 Listen to the Music of the Civil War by the 
Battlefield Balladeers on Sunday May 6th at 2pm, 
then stay to  learn how to research the history of 
your home and consider preserving it using the  
Village’s landmark program.  

 
 
For more information and links to sign up for 
these events, go to  
http://downersgrovehistory.org  
or call 630-660-6767 
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